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teaChing Your ChiLd about giving

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, nor 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-7

God has instructed us in His word to serve Him by giving. This involves the giving of money, 
time, and talents.

What does God say about giving?

The scriptures are full of references concerning giving. God is very clear about Christian 
compassion and giving in 1 John 3:17-18:

“If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how 
can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with 
actions and in truth.”

God commands us to respond to the needs of others with actions, not words.

Both the Gospels of Mark and Luke recount the story of Jesus watching offerings being given 
at the temple in Jerusalem. As Jesus watched, many wealthy people put large amounts into the 
treasury. He also saw a poor widow give two small copper coins. Upon seeing this, He called His 
disciples and said:

“I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. All these 
people give their gifts out of wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in all she had to live on.” 
(Luke 21:3-4)

The story about the poor widow shows us this:

1. It pleases God when we give sacrificially. He doesn’t want what’s left over.

2. God is not concerned with the amount we give but with our attitude toward giving.

What is tithing, and why do we tithe?

The dictionary definition of a tithe is “one-tenth of the annual produce of one’s land or of 
one’s annual income paid as a contribution to support a church or its clergy.” Deuteronomy 
14:22 states, “Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year.” Verse 23 
concludes: “that you may learn to revere the Lord your God always.”

Give
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Scripture indicates that God intends for us to tithe from the first part of our income. Proverbs 3:9 
says, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops.”

For the Christian, the tithe is an external sign of an internal commitment to Christ. It is an 
acknowledgement that God owns our possessions and a recognition that everything comes 
from Him. It has been said, “What we have God owns; it’s just ours on loan.”

Should children give to the church?

Yes. Just as adults give from what is available, children can also give of what God has given 
them. They can participate in Sunday School or in “big church.”

How can I help my child give money to the church?

An excellent resource idea to help children learn about tithing and saving is “My Giving 
Bank,” created by Rainfall and available at Christian bookstores. This bank is divided into 
three sections. The sections are labeled Church, Bank, and Store, so children can keep their 
money in the places it belongs. An easy, inexpensive way to utilize this idea is to decorate three 
envelopes as a church, savings bank, and store. Rainfall’s bank also includes information from 
author Larry Burkett on how to teach children to manage the money God provides.

Note: Children learn far more about giving when it comes from their own money.

Are giving time and performing services as valuable as gifts of money?

Yes! As the verse from 1 Peter says, we should use “whatever gift” we have to serve others. The 
“gifts of love” are essential to the life of our church. Stewardship is the commitment of time, 
talents, and tithes. Some are not able to give as much financially as they would like, but all of us 
can give of our time and talents.

How can my child give time and service?

There are many ways children can give. Examples in church range from singing in a children’s 
choir to helping their Sunday school teachers clean up glue from tabletops. We can help our 
children think of others by engaging in large-scale outreach efforts such as the Thanksgiving 
Day dinner, and the Deacons Closet. At the individual level, we can discourage waste in such 
ways as encouraging them to take only as much food as they really will eat.

Outside of church, we can look for ways to contribute meeting needs in our community and 
around the world according to Christ’s teaching and example. For example, we can adopt a 
family at Christmas through Emergency Family Assistance, serve meals at the homeless shelter, 

or spend time with a lonely stranger.
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How can I encourage my child to be generous?

•  Pray for your children to have generous hearts.

•  Model Godly giving for your children. Bring your tithe to church weekly. Be consistent.

•  Participate in Stewardship Sunday, when church families pledge what they will give the 
following year.

Offer your help in organizing your children’s Sunday morning tithe money. Consider helping 
your child count and prepare their tithe money on Saturday night before church on Sunday 
morning.

Resources for Giving

Books

Weidmann, Jim and Allen and Lauree Burkett. Money Matters. Colorado Springs: Chariot Victor 
and Publishing. 


