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teaChing Your ChiLd to worShip through muSiC

Music is a gift from God, a gift to be enjoyed by all. In addition to using our voices, we are 
instructed to use instruments as we worship Him: “Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; Sing 
praises to Him with a harp of ten strings” (Psalm 33:2). God does not direct only those who 
are “gifted” to express themselves musically. His intent is clear: Music is a medium of praise 
and thanksgiving to be utilized by all people. The Holy Spirit uses music to enhance our 
communication with God and to express our faith to others.

How can I help my child develop an appreciation for worshipful music?

•  Begin with singing. One of the simplest musical activities in which you can engage in your 
home is singing. Do not be intimidated by your vocal range of lack of musical skills. Focus 
on the joy of lifting your voices together to your Creator. Sing a simple children’s hymn 
such as “Jesus Loves Me” as a prayer of praise. Sing throughout the day’s activities. You 
and your child can make up your own songs as you are cleaning the house, working in the 
yard, or going for walks.

•  Model an enjoyment of music. Whatever type of music you enjoy takes on special 
importance and appeal for the young child. In a home where Christian music is sung or 
played, whether live or recorded, a child begins to assume that hymns and choruses are 
an integral part of life. The parent who joyously and wholeheartedly participates in the 
music at church, whether as a part of the choir or the congregation, is setting an example 
for his child.

•  Use tapes, CDs, and musical videos. Enjoy tapes with lyrics for children, such as Raffi, 
Wee Sing, Mary Rice Hopkins, Steve Green, Hap Palmer, Tom Glazer, and many others 
you can find on-line. Build a small library of some favorites to use at home or in the car.

•  Make family devotions musical. Sing your favorite hymns or choruses. Discuss the 
beautifully worded doctrines in the traditional hymns or tell the story behind the hymn. 
You could also choose a hymn that relates to the Bible reading. Biblical truths learned with 
music seem to be embedded in the mind and heart in a special way.

•  Develop an appreciation of a variety of music. The finest classical pieces around wonder 
and appreciation for God’s intricacy and beauty. Playing songs of our faith can be a 
profound way to wake the family on a Sunday morning. Your children can have much fun 
marching, wiggling, and dancing around to Christ-centered songs. Even contemporary 
songs from stage plays and films can offer delightful ways of thinking about and 
celebrating the life God has given us.

Music “O sing unto the Lord a new song: 
Sing unto the Lord, all the earth.” 
Psalm 96:1
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•  Be positive and encouraging. Avoid criticizing, even lightheartedly, the vocal ability of 
a child or adult. A lifetime stigma regarding singing can be planted by one thoughtless 
comment of critique. Remember, God commands us to sing. He places no stipulation on 
the quality of song, merely the attitude of the heart.

When and where do my children have the opportunity to worship God through music 
at First Presbyterian Church?

First Presbyterian Church has three children’s choirs:

•  New Creations: This choir includes pre-kindergarten and kindergarten children. 
Participants lead worship on Christmas and Palm Sunday. They meet on Sunday mornings.

•  Joyful Noise: This choir includes first and second graders, and assist in worship 
throughout the year at various times.

•  Exaltation Choir: This choir includes third, fourth, and fifth graders, and assist in worship 
throughout the year at various times.


