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serve

For 7 years, First Pres families have 
traveled to Acuña, Mexico  over Spring 
Break to build homes with Casas Por 
Cristo. Follow them on their journey to 
bless and be blessed.

S
omeone asked me 
recently, “What is 
it like to go on the 

Family Mission Trip?” 
As I started to lay out 
the basic schedule, this 
person said, “No, I mean 
what does it FEEL like, 
to load your kids up, go 
to an obscure border 
town in Mexico and 
spend your family’s 
vacation time building 
a house? I know some 
of you go every Spring 
Break, but I can’t picture 
how it would be for my 
family.” Well, the short 
answer to that question 
is: awesome. The longer 
version goes something 
like this...

Excited
We get our caravan on 
the road Saturday! We 
tie our most veteran 
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team member, Pedro 
the Bear, to the front of 
the church van, and kids 
and adults swap seats to 
maximize the fun.

Bored
The fourteen hour drive 
over two days helps us 
realize just how big this 
country is, and that it 
is possible to drive 500 
miles without seeing one 
single hill or dale.

Nervous
Sunday we meet with 
our guide, Scott DeWitt, 
over delicious Texas 
BBQ and talk through 
the logistics of the 
border crossing and the 
work ahead. Can we 
really do this?

awkward
Monday at the site we 
must work fast to level 

and prepare the ground 
before the cement 
truck arrives to pour 
the foundation. Most of 
us don’t speak Spanish, 
and the recipient family 
doesn’t speak English. 
There’s no easy way to 
get to know each other. 
The family watches us 
without expression, and 
the dad is simply absent.

Shocked 
Fortunately, our 
recipient family has 
a bathroom with a 
flushing toilet. This gives 
us a frequent reason to 
interact with them, but 
also the chance to see 
inside this two-room 
house that a family of 
nine lives in. 

Proud
Tuesday and 
Wednesday, a house 
springs up. We put 

up the frame, add 
blackboard and chicken 
wire on the outside, a 
roof on top, wiring and 
insulation on the inside. 
We’re doing it! We can’t 
help but admire the 
work of our hands.

Connected
Over the week, we 
become a team and 
friends as we all work 
together, eat together, 
pray together and play 
together. Sometimes a 
parent and child partner 
to learn a new skill, but 
the kids also work with 
other adults, widening 
their circle of friends 
and mentors. We start 
to get to know our 
recipient family, too. Our 
youngest team member 
breaks the ice with 
everyone, starting with 
the mom, Rebekah.

awkward shocked Proud

continued on page 10
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Humbled
Although under no 
obligation to do so, the 
receiving family, the 
sponsoring pastor, and 
our friend Pastor Jose 
who we built for three 
mission trips ago, all feed 
us delicious meals to 
show their appreciation 
for us. Nothing we eat 
would be on a typical 
Mexican restaurant 
menu in the U.S.

dirty, hungry & tired 
The freezing showers 
where we’re staying 
start to sound awesome. 
Kids are open to trying 
new food and entertain 
each other in the 
evening as parents have 
some down time.

Playful 
As the house progresses, 
everyone relaxes and 
finds ways to connect 
with the family and 
neighbors. Every day the 
family joins us more with 
the building. Kids take 
breaks to play soccer, 
hammer stuff, or share 
snacks.

Grace-filled
As we all get 
comfortable with other, 
we are able to observe 
differences in culture 
and expectations 
between us and give 
each other grace, like 
when we “waste” beef 
jerky on their super-cute 
puppy dogs, and when 
they eat their “pet” goat. 

Confident
Everyone feels their 
worth with each job they 
learn and skill they gain, 
whether that’s wielding 
a tool, learning how 
something works, or 
braving a conversation 
with whatever Spanish 
you have. Using power 
tools and riding in the 
back of the truck makes 
us feel pretty cool, too.

tender
Our hearts are warmed 
as we see changes in 
the family...how they 
interact with each other, 
how they respond to the 
miracle of a new house 
appearing in four days, 
and as they anticipate 
moving out of the old 
house. We understand 

humbled hungry playful

The Spring Break Experience
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more of the family’s 
story now, and they are 
no longer just recipients; 
they are friends 
living under tough 
circumstances, who 
need both a practical 
hand and the Holy Spirit 
working in their lives.

Joyous
Rebekah became a 
believer two years ago, 
and Friday morning she 
shares with me that 
her husband, Lazaro, 
had for the first time 
acknowledged that 
good things were 
happening to them 
because of her faith in 
Jesus. We dedicated 
the house with this 
verse speaking about 
the body of Christ: “If 

one part suffers, every 
part suffers with it; if 
one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with 
it.” (1 Cor 12:26) And 
as we rejoiced with the 
family, we were struck 
by the sight of that gruff, 
aloof man with tears 
in his eyes, holding his 
youngest child close.

Grateful 
Our hearts full and our 
bodies tired enough to 
enjoy another 14 hours 
in the car, we head home 
with great stories to tell, 
the self-assurance that 
comes from a big job 
well-done, and a greater 
understanding and 
appreciation of our own 
homes, resources and 
opportunities. We pray 

that things will truly 
change for Rebekah and 
her family, but that also 
we would be changed 
by our experience. After 
arriving in Boulder, 
Pedro the Bear gets his 
special de-bug-ifying 
bath, and we all have 
conversations that start 
with, “You know, next 
year we could…”

tender joyous grateful

Join us  
in 2019! 

The Family Mission 
Trip Prep Meetings 
will begin this fall. 
Contact Christine 

Brockett at 

to learn more.  
cbrockett@fpcboulder.org


