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LOVE LOCAL: Love in Exile.
Jeremiah 29:4-7

Take a couple minutes for everyone to introduce themselves and share personally 1) a 
reason for rejoicing and 2) a current stressor in their life. 

Look up the definition of “exile” and read it aloud. Then read Jeremiah 29:4-7. Imagine 
aloud together what life as an exile might have been like for the Israelites in Babylon.

What stands out to you about the Lord’s words to the people in exile? What is 
surprising? What is challenging? Share your initial thoughts and questions from this 
passage and from the sermon. Listen to one another without trying to come up with 
answers to the questions and challenges.

Consider the Prayer of Confession from Sunday:
Lord, you have called us your own, and you have made us your people. Yet the fullness 
and complexity of our lives drives us to an extreme. The chaos of our lives brings 
isolation, loss of identity, and a sense that we are untethered exiles far away from you. 
Or, the tight control and pursuit of earthly things can lull us into thinking this is our only 
home. Neither exile or fleshy citizenship are the full story. Forgive us for living apart 
from our identity in you. Lead us in grace. Restore to us the joy of your salvation.

Where do you most recognize yourself and your life in this prayer? Share about a recent 
time that you experienced a sense of “untethered exile” or “fleshy citizenship.” How can 
clarity about your identity impact the next time you find yourself in a similar situation?

How can the Lord’s commands in Jeremiah 29 guide our church as we seek to LOVE 
LOCAL? How can they impact you personally?

Share one personal take-away and prayer request with one another. Take some time to 
pray together and to make a plan for your next gathering.


